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PaleoWest is dedicated to solution-driven
cultural resource consulting on behalf of
clients who need their projects guided through
the regulatory challenges posed by prehistoric,
historic, architectural, ethnographic, and
paleontological resources.

BUSINESS
FOCUSED
CONSULTANTS
THAT DELIVER

Founded in 2006, PaleoWest has carried out projects from coast to coast and
internationally. Our clientele includes a range of state and federal agencies,
tribes, and private-sector clients. The firm’s work has gained the trust of
government agencies, such as the Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Bureau of Land Management,
Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Forest Service. Our tribal work has included
aiding the establishment of THPO offices and several very large infrastructure
(water management) projects. PaleoWest’s proficiency at supporting the needs
of energy development, water and land development, mining and exploration,
and related industries has gained us trust and repeat business from
a wide variety of firms in the private sector.

OFFICES
COAST TO COAST
AUSTIN
DENVER
PHOENIX
LOS ANGELES
NEW YORK
ORANGE COUNTY
PORTLAND
SALT LAKE CITY
SAN DIEGO
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
SANTA FE
TALLAHASSEE
LAS VEGAS

www.PaleoWest.com
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NORTHERN
MARIANA
ISLANDS

UNITED
KINGDOM

GOING GLOBAL

HAWAII
PUERTO RICO

PaleoWest is currently licensing
technology in the UK and our ambition
has no borders. We are actively seeking
opportunites in Europe, the Middle East
and the Pacific.

UNITED
KINGDOM

WE SUPPORT
CLIENTS IN:
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OUR EXPERTISE & SERVICES
Cultural Resources

Construction Compliance

• Historic, prehistoric, and maritime archaeology
• Architectural history
• Cultural resource surveys
• Testing and local and national register evaluations
• Data recovery and mitigation
• Management plans
• Cultural resource overviews and historic contexts
• Management plans, testing and data recovery plans, research
and sampling designs
• Ethnographic and ethnohistoric research
• Tribal consultation

• Construction monitoring
• Mitigation monitoring plans
• Worker environmental awareness training

GIS and Technology
• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
and database services
• Geophysical surveys
• Aerial imaging
• 3D modeling

Paleontology
• Paleontological field surveys
• Literature reviews and research
• Fossil salvage and recovery

WE SUPPORT
CLIENTS IN:
Land Planning and Development
Traditional and Renewable Energy
Communications
Mining
Transportation
City, State and Federal Government
Military
Tribal Agencies
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THE PALEOWAY
The advanced digital system we bring to our
clients improves the efficiency of our work
and the quality of our products.

Our system:
• Eliminates digitization after fieldwork
• Eliminates redundancies in data entry by
auto-filling (e.g. names, dates, locations)
• Reduces errors by requiring appropriate
data in crucial fields
• Improves data security through
continuous data backups
• Speeds projects through
to completion

The PaleoWay system improves the quality of data collected in
the field while making the process more efficient, allowing us
to deliver a higher quality product to our clients, at a better
value, and in less time.

The nation’s first all-digital firm of its kind,
PaleoWest has developed the premier
approach to projects, employing a fully
digital workflow for data collection and
management. We call it the PaleoWay.

The PaleoWay employs a customized database and carefully
selected suite of applications that are leveraged from
smartphones and tablets, as well as traditional computers.
The PaleoWay system streamlines data collection, eliminates
re-work and error, and produces report-ready data from the
start, resulting in rapid deliverable turnaround times, improving
upon traditional data collection and reporting methods.

www.PaleoWest.com
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COMPANY LEADERSHIP
Tom Motsinger, M.A., RPA
Founder and President
Tom Motsinger founded PaleoWest after 24 years providing
archaeology consulting services, including managing some of the
largest and most complex archaeology projects in the western U.S.
As an archaeologist, Tom has published scientific articles in
professional archaeological journals such as Kiva and Journal of
Field Archaeology, contributed chapters to edited volumes for major
publishers, and co-edited such volumes himself. This combination
of scientific credentials, business acumen, and proven success in
solution-oriented consulting was the foundation of PaleoWest and
continues to guide the firm’s approach.
Kevin Thompson, M.A., RPA (Denver Office)
Senior Vice President
Kevin brings more than 30 years of high-level experience in cultural
resource management across the western United States and the
Pacific. His lengthy record of success for clients includes the
$14 million Animas-La Plata Water Storage Project in Colorado, the
Entrega/REX pipeline and the Exxon LaBarge Project across Wyoming,
and several large environmental impact statements. Kevin has
authored scientific articles, technical documents, and peer-reviewed
professional papers on the archaeology of the Northern Colorado River
Basin and the Intermountain West. Kevin now serves as Senior Vice
President of PaleoWest.
Shawn Fehrenbach, M.A., RPA (Phoenix Office)
Chief Executive Officer
Shawn has served with PaleoWest since 2010. He has held numerous
roles in the firm and was most recently appointed PaleoWest’s CEO
in early 2019. As CEO, Shawn has oversight of Marketing, Human
Resources, Accounting, Administration, and Technology. Shawn is
a trained archaeologist and helped develop the PaleoWay system,
using iPad tablets and data management systems that integrate digital
data collected in the field into a seamless workflow for analysis and
report production in the office. In addition to his work in the Southwest,
Shawn has experience working in the American Midwest, the
Hawaiian Islands, and Southeast Asia.

“WE PRIDE
OURSELVES
ON BEING
THE MOST
INNOVATIVE
TEAM OF
PROBLEM
SOLVERS IN
THE BUSINESS.”
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COMPANY LEADERSHIP
Clint Helton, M.A., RPA (Orange County Office)
Vice President
Clint joined PaleoWest in 2016 after having served as a Principal
and national practice leader at CH2M. He brings over 20 years of
professional experience in environmental consulting within the
United States and internationally, and is a technical expert in cultural
resources and cultural heritage studies. Throughout his career, Clint
has held roles in operations, project delivery, project management, and
business development. Clint leads PaleoWest’s marketing team and
focuses on business development and major programs. Mr. Helton is a
highly effective leader and an innovative problem solver, making him a
valuable asset to any team.

PALEOWEST
IS LEADING
THE DIGITAL
REVOLUTION
TO BRING REAL
BENEFITS TO
OUR CLIENTS

Vanessa Mirro, M.A., RPA (Los Angeles Office)
Vice President and California Principal
A leader in the industry both in California and nationwide, Vanessa
carries 20 years of experience in cultural resources management
(CRM) in California, the eastern United States, and Canada. Before
moving to PaleoWest, she spent 17 years building a leading CRM firm
in California, leaving there as Vice President in 2017. She is an expert
in project management, business development, tribal consultation,
and regulatory compliance. She has held Executive, Board, and
Chair positions for leading national industry organizations like the
American Cultural Resources Association (ACRA) and the Register of
Professional Archaeologists (RPA).
Chris North, M.A., RPA (Phoenix Office)
Vice President
Chris has 17 years of archaeological experience in the Great Basin
and Southwest regions. He is an accomplished project director and
has successfully managed numerous large-scale surveys, including
the $7 million Arizona Public Service Company transmission line
system survey. He has also directed testing and data recovery projects
throughout the Southwest and has served as principal investigator
on multiple ethnohistoric overviews. Chris has authored or
co-authored several articles and chapters in peer-reviewed journals
and monographs on such diverse topics as Clovis point distributions,
Hopi Yellow Ware production, and Apache and Navajo archaeology
and history.

www.PaleoWest.com
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LEADING WITH TECHNOLOGY
Our client friendly approach combining
state-of-the-art technology, knowledge and
expertise ensures maximum efficiency and
keeps your project on track.

3D MODELING
PaleoWest’s pioneering work in site, landscape, and object
preservation through digital 3D modeling has proven invaluable
in worldwide heritage preservation. Individual objects from
project or museum collections can be quickly modeled for
digital preservation, allowing later 3D replica printing. For sites
under threat from looting or terrorist destruction, this provides a
precise record for condition assessments and, if necessary, later
reconstruction. PaleoWest has reached agreements with tribes
to create 3D models of funerary offerings so they are digitally
preserved for scientific use before they are repatriated and
reburied under provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).

AERIAL IMAGING
PaleoWest routinely incorporates low-altitude aerial
mapping into its projects, as well as providing it as a
stand-alone service. PaleoWest maintains a fleet of
fixed-wing and multi-rotor UAVs that can carry payloads
to collect visible spectrum, near-infrared, and LIDAR data.
This capability allows PaleoWest to produce survey-grade
maps, elevation models, and 3D reconstructions of subject
sites, features, and landscapes at a fraction of the cost of
using traditional surveyors and pilots. PaleoWest was
the first cultural resources firm to be issued a
Section 333 Exemption by the FAA.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

CHINA LAKE 3D
PETROGLYPH MAPPING

Department of Navy, China Lake, California
PaleoWest’s aerial mapping and 3D modeling capabilities were
tapped by the Department of the Navy to begin creating a digital
record of North America’s largest array of prehistoric rock art,
managed by China Lake Naval Weapons Station in California.
Employing UAV’s and pole mounted data collection, PaleoWest
created the world’s most extensive 3D digital model of prehistoric
rock art, allowing the Navy to effectively manage its invaluable
resource and share it with researchers and descendant tribes
even as military operations at the base close it off to
civilian access.

www.PaleoWest.com
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

NAVAJO-GALLUP WATER
SUPPLY CULTURAL
RESOURCES PROJECT
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
- Northwest New Mexico.

In 2011, PaleoWest was awarded the nation’s largest public archaeology
contract. To properly treat the wealth of archaeological and
ethnographic resources in the path of a 280-mile water pipeline in the
Four Corners stemming from a major Congressional Indian water-rights
settlement, PaleoWest archaeologists, ethnographers, and historians
created successful agreement documents, conducted fieldwork,
completed specialized analyses, and produced reports necessary
to satisfy two federal and two state agencies, as well as 22 consulting
tribal entities. The multi-year project was tagged by the Obama
Administration as the Department of the Interior’s top-priority project
nationwide, and PaleoWest worked in concert with the Department
to secure the additional Congressional funding necessary for
the project through the passage of Public Law 114-57,
the New Mexico Navajo Water Settlement
Technical Corrections Act.

Statement of Qualifications | 11

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

VALLEY FORGE NATIONAL
HISTORIC PARK
INVESTIGATIONS
National Park Service, Pennsylvania

PaleoWest supported Park
environmental remediation
responsibilities while
documenting the important
archaeological resources and
shedding light on the Continental
Army’s daily life and hardships at
the encampment.

Among the most hallowed locations in American history is Valley
Forge, where George Washington’s Continental Army spent the
winter of 1777-78 during the American Revolutionary War. With
archaeological excavations necessary as part of a long-term
remedial action under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) to address contaminated
soils within a large area of the Valley Forge National Historical Park,
the National Park Service (NPS) called on PaleoWest expertise in
both historical archaeology and HAZMAT compliance to carry
out the work. The extensive archaeological testing project also
included state-of-the-art architectural documentation for 19th
century masonry ruins. The NPS was very pleased with PaleoWest’s
timeliness, professionalism, and responsiveness. This project
was highly successful as PaleoWest supported Park environmental
remediation responsibilities while documenting the important
archaeological resources and shedding light on the Continental
Army’s daily life and hardships at the encampment.

www.PaleoWest.com
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

UNEV PIPELINE PROJECT,
NEVADA & UTAH
Holly Corporation, Utah

As part of the UNEV Pipeline Project for Holly Energy, PaleoWest, then
as WSA, surveyed over 500 miles of proposed pipeline corridor and
ancillary facilities between Salt Lake City, Utah and Las Vegas, Nevada.
Over 300 historic and prehistoric sites were identified and recorded
during the survey process. The subsequent 6-volume, 5000-page
Class III BLM survey report included a geomorphological analysis
of the project areas, ethnographic summary of Great Basin cultures,
descriptions and assessment of each site within the project area, lithic
and groundstone analysis including extensive obsidian hydration and
sourcing analysis, and over 500 illustrations and maps. PaleoWest
prepared two treatment plans (for Nevada and Utah) that outlined
a program to guide the mitigation phase for cultural resources on
the UNEV project.

Over 300 historic and prehistoric sites
were identified and recorded during
the survey process.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

BELL COUNTY EAST TO TEXAS
NEW MEXICO POWER
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT
Power Engineers, Texas

On behalf of Power Engineers, Inc., PaleoWest, then as WSA,
conducted archaeological investigations for this 42-mile
345-kilovolt (kV) double-circuit transmission line in Bell, Milam
and Robertson, Counties, Texas. A total of 36 linear miles was
subject to a pedestrian survey, shovel testing and observation,
covering 85 landowner parcels, including potential reroutes.
In total, 360 shovel tests were excavated. Several new
archaeological sites were identified and mitigation measures
were developed to lessen potential impacts to deeply buried
archaeological sites.

www.PaleoWest.com
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

CONSTRUCTION COMPLIANCE
AND MONITORING; THREE
COASTAL POWER PLANT
PROJECTS

AES Pacific and NRG Energy, Los Angeles, Orange,
and San Diego Counties, California
PaleoWest prepared worker environmental awareness training
materials, construction monitoring plans, discovery plans,
provided Native American monitoring support, full-time
archaeological and paleontological construction monitors during
construction of three new power plants along the Pacific coast.
Based in Southern California these are the Huntington Beach
Energy Project, Carlsbad Energy Center and Alamitos Energy Center.
PaleoWest’s staff are experts with the process and requirements
of the permitting authority for these power projects - the
California Energy Commission - having assisted in the
licensing and construction compliance of dozens
of projects in California over the past
15 years.

PaleoWest’s staff are experts with
the process and requirements
of the permitting authority
for these power
projects.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

SAN FRANCISCO TRANSBAY
TRANSIT CENTER PROJECT
URS /Transbay Joint Powers Authority,
San Francisco, California

PaleoWest is conducting archaeological investigations for the
22-Block Transbay Transit Center Project in downtown San
Francisco. The project would extend the Peninsula commuter
rail service to a terminal in the South of Market neighborhood,
and in the process relocate necessary utilities, demolish the
existing Transbay Terminal and viaduct structure, construct a
new Transbay Terminal building, and integrate bus and highspeed rail service serving the City. As part of the project’s cultural
resources program, PaleoWest designed and installed an exhibit
that describes the history of the project area and relates that
history to the artifacts that are on display as part of the exhibit.
The exhibit, which received a Preservation Design Award from the
California Preservation Foundation, will rotate through the public
spaces of various government agencies around the Bay Area.

www.PaleoWest.com

16 | Statement of Qualifications

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

SAN FRANCISCO 300 SPEAR
STREET DEVELOPMENT
PROJECT
Tishman Speyer, San Francisco,
California

PaleoWest, then as WSA, conducted terrestrial archaeological
investigations at the site of The Infinity mixed-use residential complex
at 300 Spear Street in the Financial District of San Francisco. The
project area is situated on the historic location of an 1852-1857 ship
breaking yard operated by a Baltimore transplant named Charles
Hare. During the course of project excavations, our team of experts
encountered, documented, and recovered several hundred ship
timbers, artifacts and features relating to the breaking yard, including
the remains of the Candace, an 1818-built whaling ship that was
abandoned in San Francisco in 1855. The San Francisco Museum
and Historical Society accepted Tishman Speyer’s donation of the
remains of the Candace. The hull is presently undergoing
moderate conservation and will remain in storage until its
new home in the historic Pier 70 redevelopment
area is finished.

During the course of project excavations,
our team of experts encountered,
documented, and recovered several
hundred ship timbers, artifacts and
features relating to the breaking yard.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

RECHARGE FRESNO PROJECT
City of Fresno, California

Since early 2017, PaleoWest has been working with the City of
Fresno in Central California on the massive Recharge Fresno
Project - providing paleontological and archaeological monitoring
during the project’s construction. The aim of the program is to
improve the pipelines and water systems that deliver water
to homes and businesses across the city - which includes the
treatment of surface water from the nearby Sierra Nevada
Mountains.
Work is currently being conducted in the SW4 segment, which
runs through the City’s historic Chinatown. We’ve also recently
collaborated with the City, California State Water Board, and the
California State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to create
a plan for recording and mitigating recent discoveries in the
Chinatown area.
We’re proud to serve the City of Fresno and appreciate the
opportunity to document and protect its cultural heritage.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

NEXTERA ENERGY RESOURCES
CEDAR SPRINGS WIND
PROJECT
Douglas County, Wyoming

Beginning in August 2018 and coming to a successful conclusion
in September 2019, PaleoWest has completed fieldwork, tribal
consultation, and reporting for the Cedar Springs Wind project in
Douglas County, Wyoming. The inventory was conducted at the
request of NextEra, who are planning to construct 208 wind turbines
estimated to yield 520 MW of renewable wind energy.
More than 13,000 acres were inventoried, resulting in a recording
of 110 sites and 704 isolates. During the field inventory, more than
30 people across several PaleoWest offices were employed as field
crew, report writers, GIS analysts, and management. A rich prehistoric
and historic record was documented, including high plains huntergatherer sites, plentiful prehistoric stone architecture (stone circles,
hunting blinds, cairns, vision quest sites), and historical architectural
remains related to homesteading, rural schooling, and ranching.
PaleoWest also facilitated tribal consultation meetings and led a
guided tour of the project area for THPOs of four regional tribes
(Cheyenne River Sioux, Standing Rock Sioux Spirit Lake, and Three
Affiliated Tribes).
Our PaleoWest team was able to meet the client’s aggressive
permitting schedule, producing four reports of over 13,000 acres of
inventory in just over one year. The team worked closely with WYSHPO regarding new reporting methods implemented mid-project,
and the submitted reports all exceeded the WY-SHPOs
standards and were approved without revisions.

Our PaleoWest team was able to
meet the client’s aggressive permitting
schedule, producing four reports of
over 13,000 acres of inventory in just
over one year.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

MARANA CENTER
DATA RECOVERY

Vintage Partners - Tucson, Arizona
To meet a previously impossible deadline for a land-development
deal that lay in direct conflict with a large, federally regulated
prehistoric archaeological site, PaleoWest leveraged its digital
PaleoWay system. The field component of the project was able
to be compressed from a typical 18 weeks to 10 weeks. Moreover,
the clearance report was submitted the day after fieldwork was
completed and was approved by the lead federal agency, two
state agencies, and tribes overseeing the project within 30 days,
with PaleoWest’s scientifically important work on the Hohokam
village site receiving high marks all around. The project
stands as the nation’s first large-scale all-digital
archaeological excavation.

STAY ON TRACK
WITH CUTTING EDGE
CULTURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
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www.PaleoWest.com
info@paleowest.com
Tel: 866.563.2536
Fax: 602.254.6280
Phoenix, Arizona
Headquarters
602.261.7253
319 East Palm Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85004

S.F. Bay Area, California
925.253.9070
1870 Olympic Blvd
Suite 100
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Los Angeles, California
626.807.0364
517 S. Ivy Avenue
Monrovia, CA 91016

San Diego, California
619.210.0199
3990 Old Town Avenue
Suite C101
San Diego, CA 92110

Orange County, California
949.215.0523
27001 La Paz Road
Suite 230
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Salt Lake City, Utah
801.203.4445
2002 S. 1300 E.
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Portland, Oregon
971.801.0677
2918 N Lombard St
Portland, OR 97217

Austin, Texas
512.394.7477
7600 Burnet Road, Ste 130
Austin, TX 78757

Denver, Colorado
303.214.4301
308 E Simpson St
Lafayette, CO 80026
Santa Fe, New Mexico
505.516.0261
1010 Marquez Place, Suite C
Santa Fe, NM 87505
New York, New York
212.567.2536
1 Peirrpont Plaza, 12th Fl
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tallahassee, Florida
678.360.6243
916 East Park Ave
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Las Vegas, Nevada
702.779.3033
331 S. Water St. Unit D
Henderson, NV 89015

